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What is STIPP?



26.11.2024

About this initiative

STIPP stands for SME Transition Innovation Partner Projects. 

The funding initiative for the Euregio Meuse-Rhine supports SMEs in setting up cross-border 
innovation partnerships. It covers the entire spectrum of activities: From approaching 
companies, setting up cross-border co-operation consortia, financing their innovation projects 
to follow-up support/market entry. 

The STIPP instrument therefore consists of a part that supports SMEs in their project 
development and partner search, but also in all aspects of their co-operation, and another part 
that focuses on the direct financing of their innovation projects. 

Both STIPP parts are closely interlinked and aim to substantially promote the innovation 
development and internationalisation of small and medium-sized enterprises.
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What does the new initiative support?

Industrial change:
Digitalisation, AI, IoT, Big Data, Robotics...

Green transformation:
Circular economy, resource efficiency, sustainability...

Healthy human:
Ageing Society, Personalised & Tele-Medicine...

Range of topics
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Who can benefit from STIPP?

Target group
Technology-orientated companies

SMEs & Scale-ups
in the three-countries region

Project realisation
in co-operation with other partners (co-creation)

Additional partners
Large companies and research institutions
(if indispensable for the project)

New
sustainable
corporate
partnerships.
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What funding volumes are involved? (1/2)

Total funding volume
10 million euros in grants (ERDF)

Financing
50 : 50 (subsidies : own funds/contributions)

Goal
Cross-border B2B innovation projects
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2 Regions:

Subsidies per company

-> An innovation project requires at least two partners from two different national regions

3 Regions:

4 Regions:

-> Innovation project partners from the same region share the maximum amounts

Max. 75.000 €

Max. 100.000 €

Max. 125.000 €

What funding volumes are involved? (2/2)

2 Regions 3 Regions 4 Regions

Own funds/services

Funding (EFRE) 

-> Maximum funding limit: Up to €600,000 (for 5 regions)
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Euregio Meuse-Rhine | Funding area

Functional Areas: 
Max. 10% of the total project grant 
amount (ERDF)

Duisburg

Düsseldorf

Koblenz

Trier

DE

BE

NL
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How do I find the right partner(s) across the border?

Idea sketch
Meaningful, with precise description of required partner competences

Cross-border partners
No need to find your own partner in NL or BE

STIPP project partners
Mediate suitable (euregional) partners

Advantages:
No search effort

No costs

Choice between several proposals
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How does the process work? (1/2)

First steps Partner matching

Partner suggestions &
Online Meet & Greet

Important: Accurately describe the
degree of innovation & partner profile

Selection of suitable partners

From the initial idea to the start of a project

Outline project idea briefly & concisely
(1-page overview)
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How does the process work? (2/2)

Application:
• Support in formulating the project application
• Submission in time-limited project calls (online)

Assesment:
• External assessment by independent experts
• Positive decision and ‘green light’

Project start:
• Immediate start of the innovation project
• Max. Duration: 24 months

From the initial idea to the start of a project
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Idea sketch

Technological expertise (& IP) of the company

Current customer segmentation and internationalisation

Brief description

Concrete, measurable goals of the innovation project

Required complementary expertise & activities of the partner(s)

Who brings the result of the innovation project to the market?

What is needed:

Idea provider:

Innovation idee:
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When does the whole thing start?

Start & term 1. call:
Opens November 21st 2024 – closes March 31st 2025 (> 4 months)

First call for projects:
Open Call – Available ERDF funding: Max. EUR 2.5 mln

Details:
Exact start date(s) & submission deadline to be announced!
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What else needs to be considered?

Funding framework:
INTERREG Meuse-Rhine Programme 2021 - 2027 (duration until end of 2029)

Expenditure reimbursement principle:
Receipt of funding after implementation and final evaluation

Advance payment:
Up to 30% of the total funding amount with proven need
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Who can help me with questions?

AGIT mbH
(Aachen):

Support from STIPP project partners

NMWP Management GmbH
(Düsseldorf/Zülpich):

Ralf P. Meyer
Head of department EuTT

Katrin Schleicher
Project manager

r.meyer@agit.de Katrin.schleicher@nmwp.de

0049 241 475773-39 0049 211 385459-21

AGIT mbH, Campus Melaten
Pauwelsstr. 17, 52074 Aachen

NMWP.NRW 
Merowingerplatz 1, 40225 Düsseldorf

https://portal.nmwp.de/https://www.agit.de/

Idea formulation Matchmaking Application & project support Innovation loanFollow-up consultation
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The Financiers

The Partners


